Introduction Results
There are thought to be 200 million carriers of hepatitis B virus (HBV) throughout the world. They are a potential source of infection for others, and some develop cirrhosis or hepatocellular carcinoma."-5 Most remain asymptomatic or only mildly symptomatic for many years, often until they die of another cause. The psychological, sexual, and social impact, however, begins from the moment they are pronounced carriers of the virus. This problem is often more difficult to handle than the physical illness itself. In this study we have attempted to identify some of these problems to enable us to offer more appropriate advice and to help such patients to cope with their problems.
Patients and methods
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